Powys

Learning and Skills Scrutiny Committee
Scrutiny Observations to Cabinet on: 20-12-2022

The Learning and Skills Scrutiny Committee met on 14-12-2022 and considered the
following documents:
e Crickhowell Area Review

The Learning and Skills Scrutiny Committee thank the Cabinet Member for a Learning
Powys and officers for attending scrutiny.

Scrutiny made the following observations:

e The Committee noted that:

e This was the first report under Wave 2 of school transformation which was a
whole catchment review approach rather than reviewing individual schools.

e There were no new proposals brought forward in respect of Llanbedr School
other than those already considered in the original case for change and during
the judicial review processes and therefore the case for change in respect of
this school remained the same, which was why it was not included in the area
options appraisal.

e There was no case for the creation of an All-Through School currently, but the
strong collaboration which already existed within the catchment was something
which could be strengthened in consultation with the Council and could lead to
the development of an All-Through School in the future.

e Federation had been considered previously in respect of Llanbedr School but
discounted as it did not address the issues relating to Llanbedr C.i.W Primary
School such as low pupil numbers, high cost per pupil, mixed age classes.

e The Committee considered whether the change of attitude by the Church in Wales
in respect of the federation of Llanbedr School was a material consideration which
the Cabinet Member and officers should be asked to consider prior to the report
being considered by the Cabinet. On being put to the vote this amendment was
lost.

e The Committee supported the recommendations being proposed to the Cabinet.

There were no recommendations to the Cabinet

In accordance with Rule 7.27.2 the Cabinet is asked to provide a written response to
the scrutiny report, including an action plan where appropriate, as soon as possible or
at the latest within 2 months of the date of the Cabinet meeting i.e. by 20-02-2023

Membership of the Learning and Skills Scrutiny Committee on 14-12-2022:

County Councillors:

G Thomas, A Kennerley, A Davies, B Davies, C Kenyon-Wade, D Bebb, D Meredith,
G D Jones, G Morgan, J Brignell-Thorp, L Rijnenberg, L Roberts.

Co-Opted Members:

K Chedgzoy, M Evitts, S Davies.



